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                                              YAAC

Youth Action & Advisory Council (YAAC)

Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council (YAAC) is designed to engage junior and senior high school students in Colorado that have a drive to create change in the Latina/o community.  These students have a deep commitment to the idea that young people have the power to bring about critical changes in our communities. 

The Youth Action & Advisory Council (YAAC) is a leadership opportunity for young women to utilize and further develop their leadership skills while being civically engaged in their communities.

What are the responsibilities a YAAC member?

· Support the Latina Initiative’s mission to cultivate, support and maintain the civic involvement of Latinas and their families in Colorado.

· Commit to serve on the YAAC for one year.
· Attend monthly YAAC meetings. The meetings will be scheduled in advance so that members can make arrangements for attendance. 
· Actively assist and advise the organization in the areas of youth program development and outreach.
· Be available and eager to represent the organization in various settings.
· Complete the necessary requirements to obtain a certificate of completion in one of the Issue Education Academies.
How will YAAC work?

The YAAC focus of three development areas: (1) Monthly Council Meetings, (2) Leadership Development Academy, and (3) Issue Education Academy.    

(1) Monthly Council Meetings will operate much like a board of directors meeting, where YAAC representatives will elect an executive committee of a chair, vice chair, communications officer and a YAAC representative to the LI Board of Directors.  This representative will be a voting member of the LI Board of Directors.  The YAAC will advise LI staff on how to better engage and increase the presence of a youth voice in LI programs.

(2) Leadership Development Academy will include skill building sessions like: How to be an Effective Member of a Board or Commission; Healthy Lifestyle; Assessing Your Personal Leadership Power; Public Speaking & Writing Skills; and Personal Financial Management and Planning
 (3) Issue Education Academy: Each YAAC member will be required to complete the necessary requirements to obtain a certificate of completion in one of the following issue areas:  (a) Education (b) Immigration (c) Economic Justice & Civil Rights (d) Healthcare. Each member will choose an issue of interest and will have hands-on and experiential learning requirements in order to obtain the necessary points for completion. 
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Youth Action & Advisory Council (YAAC)
APPLICATION PROCESS
STEP 1: Complete the application. Please write clearly or type your answers on a separate sheet if necessary.
STEP 2: Please provide two individual references.. The individuals should not be family members.
STEP 3: Submit completed application to: 
Latina Initiative, Attn: Maria De Cambra,

1536 Wynkoop St. Suite 4B
Denver, CO 80202
DEADLINE: Friday, January 22, 2010 by 5:00 p.m.
Applications must be submitted and received by 5:00 p.m. on Friday, January 22, 2010. 

We will not accept applications turned in after the deadline or postmarked on or after January 22, 2010. 

Selected applicants will be contacted for an interview during the fourth week of January.
 YAAC members will be selected February 2010. 
Questions? Call Maria De Cambra at 303-572-2241 or email at maria@latinainitiative.org.
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Youth Action & Advisory Council (YAAC)
APPLICATION DEADLINE: Friday, January 22, 2010 
Name: _______________________________________                      ____________________________           ____ 
Last 




    First 


      MI 
Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________
                           Street address                                 
 City                                    Zip code 
Home phone: (     ) ____________________ 


Cell phone: (     ) ____________________ 
Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Current Grade: __________ 
School: ________________________________________ 
Birthday: _____ / _____ / _____ 


Is this a community service requirement? Yes □ No □ 
Parent/Guardian Information 
Name: ________________________________________     
____________________________           ____ 
 Last 



    

     First 

    MI 
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________________________
   

Street address 


City 


Zip code 
Home phone: (     ) ____________________ 


Cell phone: (     ) ____________________ 
Tell us a little about yourself (background, family, etc.):

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any skills or interests (e.g.: website or graphic design, writing, photography, languages spoken, etc.):
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Please list any additional clubs and activities you are involved with: 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What issues do you feel the Latina/o youth in Colorado deal with on a day-to-day basis?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you think the Latina Initiative should do to have more youth involved with the organization? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you hope to get out of the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Board?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Why would you like to join the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Board? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
How did you hear about YAAC?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council (YAAC)

CONFIDENTIAL REFERENCE FORM 1 – Deadline: Friday, January 22, 2010
Please have a teacher, coach, or community leader who knows you well (who is not related to you) complete this form.

Name of applicant: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Your name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant? ____________________________________________________________________

In what capacity have you known the applicant? _____________________________________________________________

Please evaluate the applicant by marking the appropriate box.
          
Never
 
Sometimes 
Often
 
Always

 I don’t know

• Demonstrates age-appropriate
[]

[]

[]

[]

[]

maturity

• Demonstrates follow-through           
[]

[]

[]

[]

[]

• Is dependable and reliable                  
[]

[]

[]

[]

[]
• Possesses a strong record of       
[]

[]

[]

[] 

[] 

attendance and being on time
• Is accepting of diverse populations
[]

[]

[] 

[]

[] 
• Willingly takes the role of leader     
[]

[]

[]

[]

[] 

or follower as needed
• Possesses a positive attitude              
[]

[]

[] 

[]

[] 

• Demonstrates self-motivation           
[]

[]

[] 

[]

[] 

What is your overall recommendation?
[ ] I recommend the applicant without reservation as an excellent candidate for the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council
[ ] I recommend the applicant as a good candidate for the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council.
[ ] I have some reservations, but believe the applicant has a chance for success.
[ ] I do not recommend the applicant for the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council.
Feel free to write additional comments on the back.
Signature _______________________________
Phone # _________________ 
Title _____________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________
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Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council (YAAC)

CONFIDENTIAL REFERENCE FORM 2 – Deadline: Friday, January 22, 2010
Please have a teacher, coach, or community leader who knows you well (who is not related to you) complete this form.

Name of applicant: _____________________________________________________________________________________________

Your name: _____________________________________________________________________________________________________

How long have you known the applicant? ____________________________________________________________________

In what capacity have you known the applicant? _____________________________________________________________

Please evaluate the applicant by marking the appropriate box.
          
Never
 
Sometimes 
Often
 
Always

 I don’t know

• Demonstrates age-appropriate
[]

[]

[]

[]

[]

maturity

• Demonstrates follow-through           
[]

[]

[]

[]

[]

• Is dependable and reliable                  
[]

[]

[]

[]

[]

• Possesses a strong record of       
[]

[]

[]

[] 

[] 

attendance and being on time

• Is accepting of diverse populations
[]

[]

[] 

[]

[] 

• Willingly takes the role of leader     
[]

[]

[]

[]

[] 

or follower as needed

• Possesses a positive attitude              
[]

[]

[] 

[]

[] 

• Demonstrates self-motivation           
[]

[]

[] 

[]

[] 

What is your overall recommendation?
[ ] I recommend the applicant without reservation as an excellent candidate for the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council

[ ] I recommend the applicant as a good candidate for the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council.
[ ] I have some reservations, but believe the applicant has a chance for success.
[ ] I do not recommend the applicant for the Latina Initiative Youth Action & Advisory Council.
Feel free to write additional comments on the back.
Signature _______________________________
Phone # _________________ 

Title _____________________________________
Email ___________________________________________________________
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