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September 25, 2009  

 

Dear Conference Participants:  

 

It is with great honor that we welcome you to participate in the 5 th  annual Serious Women, 

Serious Issues, Serious Action conference sponsored by 9to5, National Association of Working 

Women and the Latina Initiative. We appreciate your participation and hope that you find the 

conference both educational and fun, and that you leave energized and prepared to take action to 

improve conditions for yourself and other Colorado women.  

 

Women have  made great strides toward equality in the last several decades.  But we still have 

a long way to go to end the disparities that women, particularly women of color, face in pay and 

economic well - being. Elected officials make decisions every day that affect  our lives at home, in the 

workplace and in our communities; decisions about equal opportunity, workplace rights, 

reproductive justice and more.   

 

This year YOU can help determine the outcome of the elections by voting for candidates who 

share your values  and by casting a vote on the many Colorado ballot initiatives that will impact you, 

your family and all Coloradans.  We have seen lives change from this conference the last 4 years and 

know that it will continue to change lives.  

 

By getting involved in a n organization like 9to5, youõll have access to information about 

issues you care about and opportunities to take action and make a difference.  Your voice will be 

heard and youõll be part of a bigger movement for economic justice.  We hope that youõll use the 

inspiration, skills, tools and information youõve gained this weekend to take a stand, speak out, join 

with others and take action to create change!   

 

YOU CAN HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 

Thanks again for helping make the 2008 Serious Women, Serious Issue s, Serious Action  

conference a success!  

 

Sincerely,  

 

Lorena Garcia   Erin Bennet       Bridget Reavy  

Colorado Director   Colorado Organizer    Colorado Organizer  

9TO5,  NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF W ORKING W OMEN  

Colorado Chapter 
655 Broadway #400 
Denver, CO 80203 
 

303-628-0925 / 303 -628-3888 fax 
www.9to5colorado.org   

http://www.9to5colorado.org/


 

 
 

 
 

September 25 , 2009  

 

 

 

Welcome!  Bienvenidas!  

 

 

We are thrilled to welcome you to our 5 th  annual conference for Serious Women, Serious Issues, 

Serious  Action !  The mission of the Latina Initiative is to cultivate, support and maintain the civic 

involvement of Latinas in Colorado.  

 

LI began in 2002 as a grassroots movement designed to focus and s olidify the immense civic 

engagement potential within Coloradoõs growing Latina population. òIõm Latina and I Voteó has 

become the mantra of women throughout the community along with yard signs that proclaim their 

civic pride.  Today, the Latina Initiative  (LI) is a nationally recognized nonpartisan leadership and 

education, advocacy, voter registration, and mobilization organization aimed at increasing the civic 

and political engagement of Latinas in Denver.   

 

The theme of this yearõs conference, òWomen Making Change: Try it, do it, love it! ó One very 

important way to make change is to engage local elected officials on issues important to you and 

your family, like the lack of adequate support for students in public schools.  That is why we are 

excited to l aunch a new and innovative collaboration with the Colorado Organization for Latina 

Opportunity & Reproductive Rights (COLOR) and Padres/Jovenes Unidos on the òCampaign for 

Accountable Public Schools (CAPS)ó.   

 

We hope that you will join our effort, sign t he pledge and volunteer with us to get others engaged 

and informed and out to vote in this election!      

 

Lastly, weõd like to acknowledge the Womenõs Foundation of Colorado for their continued support 

as a major supporter of SSS and the many supporting o rganizations that sign on each year to help 

engage women and girls.  

 

 

Dusti Gurule                  Maria De Cambra    

Executive Dir ector         Program Director     

 

Liliana Flores       Tamlin Klutinis  

Outreach & Advocacy Coordinator        Durango Field Orga nizer  

 



Special Acknowledgement to the followingé 

 
 

 

Presenting Sponsors  
 

 

                                                                
 

The Womenõs Foundation of Coloradoõs mission is to build resources and 
     lead change so that the women and girls  of Colorado are full and  
                         equal  participants in society.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

Contributing Sponsors  
 
 
 

 
 

                                                                                            

 



 

Reception Program  

Friday, September 25, 20 09  

5:30 ð 6:00 p.m.  Registration & Check - In  Museo de Las Americas  

 

 

6:00 ð 6:15  p.m.  Welcome Remarks & Electoral 

Update  

 

Maria De Cambra  

Program  Director ,  

Latina Initiative  

Emcee 

Dusti Gurule  

Executive  Director , Latina Initiative  

 

Lorena Garcia  

Colorado  Director ,  

9to5 National Association of Working Women   

 

 

 

6:15 ð6:30 p.m.  

 

Reception Remarks  

 

 

Westminster City Councilor  Faith Winter  

The White House Project  

 

Senator Evie Hudak  

State Senator  (District 19)  

 

Ajenai (A J) Clem mons  

Community Leader  

 

 

6:30 ð7:00 p.m.  

 

Keynote Speaker  

 

 

Toya Nelson  

Executive  Director ,  

Governorõs Commission on Community Service 

 

 

 

7:00 ð7:15 p.m.  

 

Entertainment  

 

 The Raging Grannies of Denver  

 

 

 

 



 

 

              Conference Agenda  

 

Workshop Key  

Issue Workshop  

Skill Workshop  

Saturday,  September 26, 2009                                                                         Child Car e: Multicultural Lounge  

8:30 -  9:00 a.m.  Registration, Breakfast  TIV 320  Welcome Remarks from Sponsors  

 

 

9:00 ð 10:30  a .m.  Issues Update Panel  

Tivoli Room  320  

 

Rev. Dawn Riley Du val 

Board Of Directors ,  

9to5, Colorado National 

Association of Working Women   

Gabriela Flora  -  Immigration  

Regional Organizer,  

American Friends Service Committee     

Lisa Weil -  Education  

Direct or of Policy and Communication s,  

Great Education Colorado  

Kelly Shanahan  -  Health Care  

Policy Director ,  

Colorado Consumer Health Initiative (CCHI)  

Carrie Curtiss  -  Environmental  

Program Director  , Colorado Environmental Coalition  

Carmen Rhodes  -  Economi c  

Executive Director,  

 FRESC: Good Jobs and Strong Communities  

Hillary Jorgenson -  Equal Rights  

Board Member, Colorado Anti - Violence Program  

Art Way -  Racial Justice  

Racial Justice Organizer,  

Colorado Progressive Coalition  

 

 

10:45 ð12:00 p.m.  

(Choose  one 

Workshop)  

How Do I Explain What I Care 

About ? 

King Center Room 108  

 

Do You Blog? Do you Tweet? 

Will You Friend me? Donate 

Now?    

King Center Room 110  

Jessie Ulibarri  

Colorado  State Director , Mi Familia Vota  

 

 

 Jen Caltrider  

Executive Producer , Prog ress Now Colorado  

 

 

12:00 ð1:00 p.m.  Lunch & Entertainment  Vicky Fields Dance                            Tivoli Room 320  



 

 

 

 

             Conference Agenda  
 

Workshop Key  

Issue Workshop  

Skill Workshop  

Saturday,  September 26, 2009                                                                         Child Care : Multicultural Lounge  

1:15 ð2:30 p.m.  

(Choose one 

Workshop)  

The State of The Economy in 

Your Wallet  

King Center Room 108  

 

Asking Your Friends for Money: 

Doõs and Donõts? 

King Center Room 110  

 

Tracey Stewart  

Economic Self - Sufficiency Program Coordinator , 

Colorado Center on Law And Policy  

 

Jason McKain  

Co-  Executive Director , Colorado Progressive 

Coalition  

Miriam Peña   

Development Director , Colorado Progressive 

Coalition  

 

 

2:45 ð4:00 p.m.   

(Choose one 

Workshop)  

Donõt Profile Me: Breaking 

Down the Impound Initiative  

King Center Room 108  

 

Take Your Advocacy to the Next 

Level! Organize Women for 

Action  

King Center Room 110  

 

Lisa Duran  

Executive Director , Rights for All People  

 

 

Bridget Reavy  & Erin Bennett  

Colorado Organizers ,  9to5 National Association of 

Working Women  

 

 

 

 

4:00 -  4:30 p.m.  Closing Remarks & Open Mic  Tivoli Room 320  

 

   

 



 

PANEL & WORKSHOPS DESCRIPTIONS 

 

      Panel 9: 00  ð 10:30 a.m.  

 

      Issues that Affect Each and E very O ne of Us:  

Enjoy the opportunity to hear from experts in the midst of issues like education, health care, 

racial justice , immigration  and more , talk about the  progress we  have made for women's 

equality, what still needs to be done, and how you can have an impact!  

 

Workshop Session  I: 10:45 ð 12: 00  p.m.  

 

How Do I Explain What I Care About?  

Serious issues mean serious work.  This interactive workshop will review the skills necessary 

to build and maintain winning campaigns for social change.  Specific ally, we will focus on 

the different types of issue campaigns, power - mapping and easy - to - use strategy planning 

tools.  Help us build a roadmap to a stronger Colorado!  

 

Do You Blog? Do You Tweet? Will You Friend Me? Donate Now ? 

Social media tools like Faceb ook, Twitter, and YouTube are all the rage these days.  They are 

free, easy to use and allow communication far and wide.  How can YOU use these tools to tell 

YOUR story?   This introduction to social media isn't about technology, it's about how to 

make sure t he story you want told reaches the audiences you want to hear it in the New 

Media age.  

 

Workshop Session  II: 1 :15 ð 2:30  p.m.  

 

The State of the  Economy in Your Wallet : 

The state of the economy in your wallet is a quick and dirty look at where Colorado is 

heading in this economic downturn and what that means to you and your family. Are you 

seeing the effect of the stimulus money? Have you lost your job or had your hours reduced? 

How much are you spending to keep your family fed, housed and safe? What does it  take to 

make ends meet and how are you doing it? This will be a very interactive workshop so be 

ready to talk.  

 

 

 

 

 



Asking Your Friends for Money: Doõs and Donõts: 

This training is designed to re - define the ways we think about raising dollars in the socia l 

justice movement.   Come learn about new ways to develop a solid base of donors and 

supporters for your campaigns.   Also , learn more about ways to engage donors that will 

save money and raise more dollars in the future.  

 

Workshop Session  III: 2:4 5 ð 4:00  p.m.  

 

Donõt Profile Me: Breaking Down the Impound Initiative: 

Coloradoõs strong communities depend on everyone to promote fairness, security and 

opportunity.   This fall, Denver voters will be faced with a ballot initiative that undermines 

these common valu es by forcing police to impound the vehicle of anyone driving without 

their license, possibly even if that person has a valid license but left it at home.   To retrieve 

the vehicle, the owner could be levied as much as $2,700 in fines. This policy divides t he 

community because it creates an undue burden for those who simply forgot their license at 

home.   It creates fear for the many safe drivers who are excluded in Colorado from getting a 

license. It burdens the police with hours of paperwork on an already s tretched police force. 

And it drains resources from city coffers. This workshop will describe the campaign to 

defeat this initiative on Denverõs ballot, the importance of this issue for the entire state, and 

how we can work to build power for change in the  future.  

 

Take Your Advocacy to the Next Level! Organize Women for Action:  

During this highly applicable workshop, participants will develop winning strategies for 

issues affecting women and their communities. Everyone will gain a basic understanding of 

power dynamics and explore the ways that organizing through direct action can alter power. 

Through group work and interactive exercise, participants will practice tactics that will 

persuade targets effectively in order to win issues. This workshop will prov ide takeaway 

tools that can be used to organize friends, neighborhood groups, community organizations 

or any other group interested in working on an issue!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SPEAKER/PRESENTER BIOGRAPHIES 

 

Erin Bennett  

Erin Bennett is as a Colorado Organizer for 9to 5, National Association of Working Women, where she 

works to  involve low - wage women in improving workplace policies and achieving economic justice. 

She has spent the past 7 years organizing on her college campus and in the Colorado Springs and 

Denver commu nities, focusing on LGBTIQ rights, womenõs issues, and leadership development. Erin 

has a passion for social justice and loves being a part of a grassroots organization  that brings low -

wage women together to speak out on work - family and other issues.  
 

Jen Caltrider  

Award - winning television producer Jen Caltrider brings journalistic instinct and know - how to 

Progress Now . A network producer for CNN, specializing in technology journalism, Ms. Caltrider 

traveled the United States to cover the latest in high - tech happenings. With accurate investigative 

research and diligence, Ms. Caltrider entered the hidden world of computer hackers and provided 

viewers rare glimpses of these secretive people and their incredible skills. Working as the Executive 

Producer at Den ver, Colorado based Progress Now  since 2005, Ms. Caltrider is recognized as a 

pioneer in the use new media for online organizing.   Her online videos, viewed by millions, have 

been covered by the NY Times, MSNBC, CBS News and many others.  Described as creat ive, strategic 

and personal, Ms. Caltrider understands how to take all aspects of new media and turn them into a 

story to help better communities everywhere.  
 

Carrie Curtiss  

Carrie is currently the Program Director for the Colorado Environmental Coalition .   Prior to her work 

on environmental issues, Carrie was Associate Director with the Colorado Consumer Health 

Initiative, a non - profit working to expand quality, affordable healthcare to all Coloradans. She began 

her policy career working on women's issues  with the Colorado Women's Agenda and is currently 

Chair of the Women's Lobby Board of Directors and Vice - Chair of the Rocky Mountain Survivors 

Center Board of Directors. She earned her Bachelor's degree in Political Science from Ohio University 

and Master 's degree in Social Work from Washington University, in St. Louis. Her favorite job was 

serving as a Peace Corps volunteer in rural Morocco working on community development projects 

and teaching English.  
 

Ajenai (AJ) Clemmons  

Ajenai (AJ) Clemmons is the Co mmunity Relations Ombudsman for the Office of the Independent 

Monitor (OIM), a civilian agency that independently monitors the Denver Police and Sheriff 

Departments.  As Ombudsman, AJ serves as a liaison between the police and community. Prior to 

her curre nt position, AJ worked as a bilingual paralegal serving primarily Latino immigrants at a 

Hispanic workerõs compensation law firm.  She has worked as a Legislative Assistant in the Iowa 

State House of Representatives, and taught English in Caracas, Venezuel a. 
 

 



AJ is extremely active in the community and currently serves as a Board Trustee for the Womenõs 

Foundation of Colorado, Vice President of Colorado Black Women for Political Action, and as a 

member of the Governing Oversight Board of the Colorado C - 3 Roundtable.  In 2008, AJ ran for the 

University Of Colorado Board Of  Regents in the 6 th  Congressional District and won nearly 80,000 

votes.  She also sings in her church choir.  AJ graduated Magna cum Laude from Drake University in 

Des Moines, Iowa with a B. A. in International Relations, Spanish, and Latin American History.  She 

also studied abroad in Chile and Guatemala.  AJ holds a Master of Public Policy from the University of 

Denver.   
 

Maria Federica De Cambra   

Maria grew up in Caracas, Venezuela. In 200 0 she moved to the United States to study at The Ohio 

State University. After taking time off to serve as the Hispanic/Outreach Organizer for the Kerry -

Edwards campaign, she graduated with a degree in political science in 2005. Maria served as an 

internati onal electoral observer representing Venezuela in the 2002 Ohio local elections. Maria 

moved to Denver in May of 2006 to serve as the Director of Hispanic/Latino outreach for Coloradans 

for Fairness, a statewide organization that campaigned to pass Referen dum I, which would have 

given same - sex partners basic legal rights. Maria became a member of the Latina Initiative team in 

2007. In December 2008, Maria joined the NARAL Colorado and Adelante Mujer, Inc board of 

directors. She has served on the COLOR board  and in 2008 she was awarded the òGrassroots 

Organizer of the Year Awardó by the American Immigration Lawyers Association Colorado Chapter. 

She is currently a mentor for Project Wise and Colorado Progressive Leaders . 
 

Lisa Durán  

Lisa Durán is the Executive  Director of Rights for All People, an immigrant rights organizing project 

working to bring immigrant voices to the policy arena working for justice for all. RAPõs main focus is 

to break the growing link between local law enforcement and immigration policy .  Lisa is a co -

founder and an ad - hoc member of the Steering Committee of the Colorado Immigrant Rights 

Coalition, for which RAP serves as current fiscal sponsor.  She leads RAPõs participation in the 

Colorado Community Organizing/ Philanthropic Community Organizing Collaborative, an innovative 

effort of nine leading base - building organizations and ten Colorado foundations, and she is a 

member of Colorado Jobs with Justiceõs board. She represents RAP nationally at the Center for 

Community Changeõs Campaign for Community Values, National Peopleõs Action, and the CCCõs Fair 

Immigration Reform Movement.  A veteran of 32 years of local and national movement - building 

work, she also has a masterõs degree in political science and is currently finishing her Masters of 

Public Affairs at the University of Colorado at Denver.  
 

Rev. Dawn Duval  

Rev. Dawn is the Volunteer Recruiter at Jeffco Department of Human Services ensuring that families, 

faith communities, service organizations, businesses and government work well to gether in 

providing meaningful, innovative and dignity - honoring help for families who are in crisis. In 2008, 

Rev. Dawn worked for the Vote No Amendment 46 Campaign as the Faith Community Project 

Director.  In this position, she provided leadership in the community and worked collaboratively with 



state legislators, small business, interfaith organizations and grassroots organizations to help 

defeat Ward Connerlyõs anti- equal opportunity initiative.  

 

Rev. Dawn graduated from the University of Illinois  with a Bachelor's Degree in English and was 

awarded the Big Ten Medal of Honor for her athletic achievements.  In 2001, Rev. Dawn earned her 

Master's Degree  in Print Journalism from the University of Colorado at Boulder .  In 2005, 

she received her Master's Degr ee in Divinity from  Vanderbilt Divinity School in Nashville, Tennessee  

where she  received the Umphrey Lee Award -  an award that is presented to the student who, in the 

judgment of the Dean, exemplifies the broader vision of Vanderbilt Divinity School.   While in 

Nashville , she was awarded an internship with Red Cross in Namibia , southern Africa.  At the 

Episcopal  Church that she attended, Rev. Dawn  helped develop and implement the East Nashville  

Hope Exchange ð a summer program that provides a safe, sacred, a nd supportive 

environment  for  children, caregivers, and teachers.    

 

Gabriela Flora   

Gabriela is Project Voice regional organizer for the American Friends Service Committee (AFSC), a 

Quaker international peace and social justice organization.  Project Voic e works to strengthen 

immigrant rights in the United States and mitigate the factors that force people to leave their home 

countries.   Gabrielaõs work encompasses public education, including media work; community 

organizing; policy education and impact and  alliance building with a range of immigrant rights, 

community, labor and faith groups.   Gabriela is on the steering committees of the Colorado 

Immigrant Rights Coalition and the Colorado Jobs with Justice and is a board member of the Denver 

Justice and Pe ace Committee.   Prior to joining AFSC, Gabriela worked to promote fair trade policies 

throughout the Americas as a program associate at the Institute for Agriculture and Trade Policy in 

Minneapolis, MN.   Gabriela has conducted research on globalization and  migration in the US 

Midwest, Ecuador, Brazil and the Philippines.   Born in Colombia, Gabriela has also lived in Nicaragua 

and Bolivia.   Gabriela obtained her masterõs degree in environmental anthropology from the 

University of Georgia  
 

Lorena Garcia  

 Lorena Garcia, b orn and raised in Boulder , Colorado  serves as the Colorado Director for 9to5, 

National Association of Working Women where she leads the Colorado chapter along with its 

members in its efforts t o achieve Economic Justice for l ow- wage/low - income w omen in the work 

place. She has a background in organizing for social justice in the areas of education, LGBTIQ rights, 

and workers rights. Lorena has a passion for film and believes that it is the best medium to reach 

the masses for social justice. She al so serves on the Board of Directors with Colorado Organization 

for Latina Opportunity and Reproductive Rights and as a Co - Chair of the Women's Lobby of 

Colorado. She is the daughter of a 5th generation Coloradan and a Mexican Immigrant. She credits 

her ins piration and drive for social justice to her parents and family.  

  

 

 



Dusti Gurule  

Dusti Gurule is the Executive Director of the Latina Initiative.  She holds a Bachelor Degree in 

Chicano Studies from Metropolitan State College of Denver and a Master of N onprofit Management 

from Regis University as a Colorado Trust Fellow.    She serves on the board of Colorado 

Conservation Voters Education Fund, the MSCD Chicano Studies Advisory Council, the Steering 

Committee for the Colorado C3 Roundtable, is a Faculty C oach for the Colorado Center for 

Progressive Leadership program and is a commissioner for the Denver Latino Commission.   In 2006, 

Dusti received a Civil Rights Award from NEWSED CDC, was named one of õ50 for the Futureõ by The 

Colorado Statesman in 2007, w as named one of Colorado's most politically influential Latinos by 

5280 Magazine in August 2008 and one of Coloradoõs Influential Women of 2008 by Denver 

Womenõs Examiner.  She was also named one of 21 Leaders for the 21st Century by Womens ENews 

and Mujer  de Impacto by the Latina Chamber in 2009.  
 

Senator  Evie Hudak  

Senator  Hudak is a resident of the Senate District 19 for 30 years; Senator  Hudak has had extensive 

involvement in Education. Working as an educator for 20  years led her to her career as a Colo rado 

School  Board Member. She was elected twice to the State Board of Education, before being elected to 

the State Senate. Her  involvement in the Democratic Party has been extensive for the last 20 

years;  she has served as a member of the State Executive C ommittee and the State Central 

Committee, as well as a Precinct Committeeperson, Captain, and House District Chair in House 

District 29.  She has worked on numerous ballot issue campaigns and was on the Steering Committee 

for the Colorado Education Network when it designed and promoted Amendment 23 . 

 

Hillary Jorgensen   

Hillary is a scholar and activist who is passionate about pursuing social justice in an anti - oppression 

framework.   She holds a B.A. in English Literature from the University of Colorado and a  J.D. from 

Seattle University.   She is one of the co - founders of the National Association of Law Students with 

Disabilities and currently sits on the Board of Directors for Colorado Progressive Action as well as 

the Colorado Anti - Violence Program.   When sh e's not organizing, theorizing or generally law - ing it 

up, you can find her hiking, crafting, baking, or playing board games.  
 

Jason McKain  

For more than twelve years, Jason McKain has been developing outreach tools, processes, 

communications and organizin g actions for a variety of social, environmental, and independent 

media initiatives. He has organized more than 500 activist - based, community - focused (urban and 

rural) projects involving more than 10,000 people. In doing so, it has been and will always be his 

ultimate goal to connect people with critical community work that needs to be done and to make 

this connection stronger. Jason has spent an equal amount of time creating and implementing 

fundraising strategies to fund countless projects. Along the way,  Jason has developed a 

comprehensive and effective knowledge base around grassroots organizing, fundraising, logistics, 

and publicity. In his free time Jason , can be found scaling the sides of mountains or reading 

newspapers from around the world.  
 



Toya M.  Nelson  

Toya Nelson was born in New Orleans, LA, raised in Denver, CO and graduated from Colorado State 

University as a political science major.  Toya began her career in public administration in Wisconsin 

state government, serving as a budget analyst in t he Governorõs budget office. Following a 

distinguished career in Wisconsin state government Toya returned to Denver and became an active 

leader in Denver - area community organizations as a member of the Executive Board of the Colorado 

Black Woman for Politi cal Action, the Greater Metropolitan Denver Urban League, Future Black 

Woman Leaders of Colorado, and the Colorado American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU).  She is now 

serving her second term as a Commissioner on the Denver Urban Renewal Authority (DURA) 

Commission. She is the co - founder and former Chair of the African - American Voter Registration and 

Information Project.  
 

In 2007 Toya was appointed by Lt. Governor Barbara OõBrien to serve as the Executive Director of 

the Governorõs Commission on Community Service, which administers the Colorado 

AmeriCorps*State program.  Toya now administers a statewide program and operating budget of 

over $4.5 million. Toya has won numerous awards for government and community service, and has 

the distinction of receiving two  òWoman of Distinctionó awards ð first in 1989 for her work with the 

Madison - Dane County United Way Board of Directors, and again in 2007 when the Girl Scouts of 

Colorado named her a òWoman of Distinctionó for innovative leadership in Colorado non- profit 

organizations. Toya lives in central Denver and enjoys hiking, cross - country skiing, photography 

and cycling.  
 

Miriam Peña  

Miriam Peña has been leading the fundraising efforts at the Colorado Progressive Coalition since 

2005, working to  create a strong deve lopment program that appreciates fundraising as another tool 

for social justice organizing.  A 2007 graduate of the University of Denver, she majored in Public 

Policy and Communications. Miriam was born in Cd. Juarez, Mexico, coming to the U.S. when she 

was 6 months old. A graduate of Denver's West H.S., Miriam has been a part of immigrant justice 

efforts, including CPC's health care language disparities  work where she focused on mono - lingual 

Spanish speaking immigrant communities. She is a member of the Co lorado Immigrant Rights 

Coalition Steering Committee, serves on the board of Rights for All People, and has recently been 

invited  to participate  in the "Emerging Leaders in Development" fellowship.  Miriam spends her free 

time running with her dog Crown Roy al, reading and dancing with friends  
 

Bridget Reavy  

Bridget Reavy, Colorado Organizer, has been involved with 9to5, National Association of Working 

Women since fall of 2007. She actively organizes for social justice by raising the voices of women 

and influ encing policy change for economic justice. An experienced trainer, Bridget leads "Know 

Your Rights" Workshops about job discrimination, sexual harassment, and other workplace policies. 

She is dedicated to an anti - oppression practice and challenges herself everyday to keep this in sight. 

She graduated from the University of Wisconsin - Madison with her Bachelor in Arts and received her 

Masters of Social Work from the University of Denver.  
 



 

Carmen Rhodes  

Carmen was a member of the team of individuals and organ izations that founded the Front Range 

Economic Strategy Center (FRESC) in 2002.   In January of 2007 Carmen was hired as FRESC Executive 

Director.   Prior to becoming FRESCõs Executive Director, Carmen served as the Political Director of 

the 55,000 member, D enver Area Labor Federation.   She developed and honed a winning political 

campaign model that has been replicated throughout North America, training and developing rank 

and file union members to run and lead campaigns.   She grew up in Loveland, Colorado.  
 

Kelly Shanahan  

Kelly has served as the policy director of the Colorado Consumer Health Initiative (CCHI) since 

January 2007. In addition to leading CCHIõs policy research and analysis efforts, she oversees CCHIõs 

direct lobbying efforts at the State Capit ol and in other state policy - making arenas. She represents 

CCHI on numerous community and health reform coalitions and work groups. She sits on the Board 

of Directors for the Colorado Clinical Guidelines Collaborative and is an Executive Committee 

member o f the Partnership for Healthy Colorado.  Kelly is a native of Fort Collins, Colorado where 

previously she worked on health care issues and community development with the Healthier 

Communities Coalition of Larimer County and the Health District of Northern L arimer County. She 

also has several years of international work experience. Most recently she was a Fulbright Scholar to 

Mexico in 2005 - 2006, studying the impact of emigration on local economic development. She has 

also worked for the U.S. Agency for Inter national Development in La Paz, Bolivia. She has a BA in 

Spanish from the University of Colorado at Boulder, and a Masters in Public Affairs from the LBJ 

School at the University of Texas at Austin with an emphasis on health care policy.  

 

Tracey Stewart  

Tracey is the Economic Self - Sufficiency  Program Coordinator. She monitors the updates for the 

Colorado self - sufficiency standard tables and the Colorado Self -  sufficiency calculator. More 

importantly, Tracey promotes the use of self - sufficiency standard as a  new tool for measuring the 

economic health of Coloradoõs families. Tracey utilizes her 20 year background in outreach and 

marketing as she travels around Colorado informing and educating individuals, non - profits, state 

and local governments, business and educational institutions about the value of the self - sufficiency 

standard as well as the calculator. Before joining COFPI, Tracey worked with Colorado Coalition for 

the Homeless where she was the project manager for the Colorado Homeless Management 

Informa tion system used throughout rural Colorado. Prior to her non - profit career, Tracey was a 

network consultant and software application specialist. Traceyõs educational background includes a 

Bachelor of Arts and degree from Dartmouth College and a Masterõs from the School of Education at 

the University of Denver. She also advocates as a volunteer member for the Dolores Project, a 

participant of the Bus 15 coalition, and the Co - Founder of the CBMS coalition.  
 

Jessie Ulibarri  

For nearly a decade Jessie Ulibarri  has worked in politics at the local, state and federal levels, 

organizing campaigns and advancing policies that strengthen Coloradoõs underserved communities. 

He has been intimately involved with many of the toughest issue campaigns in recent history, 



inc luding: rolling back restrictive state budget requirements through Referendum C, raising the state 

minimum wage, and defeating Amendment 46, the anti - equal opportunity ballot initiative last year.  

Currently, he works as the Colorado Director for Mi Famili a Vota, a non - partisan organization 

committed to integrated civic engagement work in Latino/a communities, from citizenship 

workshops to get - out - the - vote efforts. In a volunteer capacity, Jessie serves on the Denver Mayor's 

GLBT Commission, the Board of Di rectors for Colorado Progressive Coalition, the Board of Directors 

for Colorado Jobs with Justice, the Alumni Board for the Center for Progressive Leadership -  

Colorado, and was on the founding Board of Directors for the Colorado Latino Forum  
 

Art Way  

Art  Way is a native of Denverõs Eastside and Park Hill neighborhoods and a recent law school 

graduate from Florida Coastal School of Law in Jacksonville, FL. A strong concern for individual 

rights forged during the misguided "war on drugs" motivated Art to at tend law school in an effort to 

understand the legal landscape concerning police/ community interaction. Art has worked with One 

Nation Enlightened and Project Pave as a youth mentor and organizer. He is motivated as an 

organizer with the Colorado Racial P rofiling and Police Discrimination Hotline to inform people of 

their inalienable rights while providing those who have been victims of constitutional violations 

assistance  
 

Lisa Weil  

A graduate of Greeley Public Schools, the University of Colorado, and Yal e Law School, Lisa has been 

a public interest attorney, political consultant and policy advocate. She served as Policy Director and 

Chief Legal Counsel for former Governor Roy Romer, and as a Legislative Aide to former Senators 

Timothy Wirth and Bob Kerrey . She managed the first Congressional campaign of Representative 

Diana DeGette, and has served as a consultant on a wide variety of research and campaign projects. 

The mother of two children (9 and 12), Weil was closely involved in the creation and passage  of 

Amendment 23, and co - founded Great Education Colorado.  
 

Faith Winter  

Faith Winter is a Westminster City Councilor and the Training and Outreach Director  for the White 

House Project.    As a City Councilor Winter spear heads initiatives on sustainability  and affordable 

housing.   Winter also provides training, inspiration and empowerment to promote women's  political 

leadership across the country.   Winter has helped train women who are now serving  on city councils, 

school boards and  state legislatures.   Winter started her career working at a homeless 

shelter.  Winter has been organizing and working on campaigns for the past eight years.  Doing 

environmental work, she lead a team of over 100 young people that turned out 93,000  young voters 

in 2004.  Winter also  led over a dozen clean energy campaigns that generated 2 million dollars to 

purchase wind and solar power. In 2004 Winter was named one of 30 people under 30 showing 

political leadership by the Youth Vote Coalition.   In 2008 Winter was named one of the to p ten most 

influential women in Denver by the Denver examiner. Winter loves organizing because she believes 

the best way to create change is by building power through people.  She also has fun doing it, 

because a job isn't worth doing unless you laugh once in a while.  
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